Appendix 2 — Urban Green Factor (Extract from Our Rivers, Our City)

Indicator 5

Climate Resilience
The Urban Greening Factor

Greener, bluer and “spongier” neighbowrhoods are more resilient o the
damaging effects of cimale changs.

Greensblue neighbowhaods with irees, open walerbodies and naiural
wagelafion stay cooler and belter ventilaled than Surban heat islands”
where fhere is e or no gresn=blue infrastructure and bulidings and

roadis bounce solar heal ino the sireslsosne.

“Spongy” neighbourhoods with deep natural soils, good bree canopy
cover, and plenty of grasslands can absorb rainwaler inbo vegetalion
and sedls. By conlrast, highly urbanised areas have sealed surfaces,
meaning rairmyvaler rapidly lows inlo drains. When they run out of
capacily, waler backs up inlo the cily, causing surface waler (pluvial)
flooding.

One measure of chmate resilience is the “Urban Greening Facioe®,
shawn per ward.

Urban plarmers can use the UGF 0 sed minimum scores hal new
dewelopment shauld atlain; this niggens archilects and developers 1o
infegrate nature-based and waler-locussed designs inlo their proposals.

Urban blue-gresn infrasbructure measunes such &= iree planting, rain-
gardens, letling grass grow long, blue-green roafs and living wals can
all help exisling neighbourhoods became greener, bluer and spongies.
The bar chart shaows the current Urban Greening Faclor scone for each
ward, and also the polential scone il all suilable opporiunities are taken
ta make the cily “spongier”.
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Urban Greening Fackor is scored on a scale of O bo 1. A score
af 0 is for sealed surfaces with no natural dimale resikenca,

whereas a score of 1 is for natural woodiands and walerbodies

which ane very cool and waber-ahsorbing.
Heighbourhoads sooring kess than 0.2 have @tle natural
dlimate resilisnce, whereas neighbourhoods sooing aver (0.4
are amangst $ie best in an urban conbaxl.
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